The farming calendar never disappoints… 
Autumn works draws to an end for the EC Drummond operation in Hampshire. The team has worked tirelessly to set the farm up for Harvest 2019 with all “winter” crops now successfully established. Over 4,000 acres have been drilled, from Cover Crops to Winter Wheat! The arable ground is based around a wide rotation of crops to enhance crop production, spread business risk and boost biodiversity. 
The introduction of cover crops to the rotation 5 years ago displays our passion for environmentally-responsible farming. The crops provide a valuable over-winter habitat for wildlife, help to improve local water quality and also provide over-winter fodder for sheep. These cover crops will be followed by a Spring planted crop which will be harvested in the second half of 2019, be it malting Barley destined for the brewing industry, quality milling Oats or Sugar Beet.  
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Harvest 2018 rattles on… 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Whilst talk has already moved to Harvest 2019 we are still finishing 2018 Harvest with the final crop of sugar beet still yet to be harvested. The prolonged dry Spring, Summer and now Autumn has really held the crop back. Only now are we seeing rapid crop growth following the recent rain! The crop is destined for an Anaerobic Digester (AD) to produce 4 products; electricity, gas, fertiliser and CO2. The balance of growing crops both for food as well as sustainable energy is considered a valuable part of the business. 
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As the field work begins to slow down we will now look to general farm maintenance both in terms of the estate and the machinery. The winter months give the staff a chance to service machinery ready for the spring and fabricate projects to improve operations for next year. It also gives us a chance to complete any estate maintenance, from cutting overgrown hedges, clearing up fallen timber, track maintenance and any other jobs to maintain the general appearance of the estate.  
For more information about the farming divisions at EC Drummond please call our Head Office 01989 764328 or email us: hello@ecdrummond.co.uk
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